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In 2008, Lynn University launched The Dialogues of Learning.  This new core is a four-year, fully integrated, thematic curriculum. We began with a new vision based upon learning outcomes inherent to all aspects of the undergraduate experience. This new model for general education recognizes our dual obligations to prepare students for the 21st century, and affirms the Lynn 2020 mission as an innovative, international and individualized university centered in student learning. In our new core curriculum, student learning and assessment focuses on essential perspectives, knowledge, proficiencies and skills.   A central component of the Lynn plan embeds outcomes across the curriculum, beginning in the first year and continuing through graduation.  Thus, the Lynn plan comprises a developmental model that involves increasing levels of competency and mastery, in the context of both general education and the major field of study. 
Using a thematic approach to the perennial “big questions” and goals of liberal education, the Core centers on five comprehensive domains of human thought, expression, and action: Dialogues of Self and Society which focuses on the development of the identity and the role of the individual in society; Dialogues of Justice and Civic Life which focuses on the ideas, values, institutions and practices that have shaped civic life within human societies; Dialogues of Belief and Reason which explores the belief systems and practices focused on the sacred, scientific, and secular explanations of human existence and the physical and natural world; Dialogues of Quantitative Reasoning which helps students become competent in everyday problem-solving by using and reading quantitative data; and  Dialogues of Scientific Literacy which deals with the philosophical underpinnings, the mechanics, and the practices of science, and the role that it plays in our daily lives. Embedded within the first three Dialogues are the following core proficiencies and skills: critical thinking & reasoning; written communication; oral communication; information and technological literacy.   
At Lynn University, all students must complete one course each year, in each of the five Dialogues listed above. In the first two years, when College students typically complete their general education requirements, Lynn University students complete 10 Dialogues as stand-alone courses. However, in their Junior and Senior years, many of the Dialogue courses are embedded in their Major courses. For example, Business major students complete their requirement of an upper level Quantitative Reasoning through a business statistics course.  
To evaluate the core curriculum, Lynn University employs both external and internal means of assessment. Externally, we utilize the Collegiate Learning Assessment (CLA) which evaluates critical thinking, problem solving, and written communication, and can be used to assess the value-added of a curriculum. Internally, Lynn utilizes the LiveText platform to evaluate a set of common assignments using rubrics developed for that purpose. The curriculum requires that all undergraduate students complete a series of common written and oral assignments. 
The new core was launched in 2008. Therefore, in 2010, our sophomores had completed 2 years of the new Dialogues of Learning curriculum. Utilizing the CLA, we were able to compare the sophomore students with graduating seniors. Results from this assessment showed that the sophomores outperformed the seniors, who had participated in the old traditional core. Utilizing the LiveText platform, writing is systematically evaluated. In 2011, grammar and writing conventions were identified as a weakness among Lynn University first and second year students. For this reason, the writing assignments required in each course, have be redesigned to emphasize grammar and sentence structure. At the conclusion of this academic year, data from rubrics in LiveText will be assessed to provide the metrics for continuous improvement.     
