 
NCCU Partnership and Community Engagement  
 Partnership:  Josephine Dobbs Clement Early College High School    Durham, NC
The Clement Early College High School was created to enable high school students an opportunity to attend college while enrolled in high school. It was started through initiatives aimed at high school redesign and reform. The program at North Carolina Central University received its start supported by SECME’s Early College High School Initiative which was funded in part by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and in partnership with other major funding organizations.  The school opened in 2004 in the classroom wing of the H.M. Michaux School of Education.  This unique, innovative, and collaborative partnership between North Carolina Central University and Durham Public Schools initially enrolled seventy-eight students.  The high school serves students in grades 9-12th.  The current enrollment has grown to nearly three-hundred fifty students including a new incoming freshmen class beginning in fall, 2012.  The high school is designed to allow students to complete a rigorous high school curriculum while embracing the culture of post-secondary education.  
 Goals:  The goals of the Early College High School are to serve students from traditionally under-represented populations; more specifically, first generation college students, economically disadvantaged students, and English language learners.  The school also aims to improve attendance rate of high school students; increase retention rate; increase graduation rate; attract more students to complete post-secondary degrees; and, improve the quality of the student’s workplace readiness.
Target Population:

 Best Practice:   The students receive accelerated learning opportunities and greater exposure to other types of personal learning experiences.  There is better collaboration of the high school teachers with the post-secondary faculty.  Parental inclusion has been proactive and students and faculty are better connected (more family-oriented) through many of the activities and events.
Funding:  The primary funding sources included the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and other funding entities such as the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Ford Foundation.  Additionally, the North Carolina legislative New Schools Project (Learn and Earn) program offers additional financial support.  Building space and use of approved campus facilities and technology are part of the public schools and college commitment.
Assessment:  Improved Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) has been achieved; End of Grade (EOG) scores have also improved; student Grad Point Averages (GPA) have been good; students have high passing rate of enrolled college courses; and, students are better prepared for college entrance exams, college readiness, and/or to enter into the world of work.
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