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In this presentation

ÂVariation in Early Learning Standards

ïContent 

ïImplementation 

Â Issues to consider



IA.   State Variation in 
Content and Format of 

ELS/ELG



Status of Early Learning 
Standards

ÂAll 50 states have early learning 
standards for preschool-age children

ïMany have revised their documents at 
least once

ÂApproximately half of the states have 
early learning guidelines for infants 
and toddlers

ïSome of these have revised/are revising 
their documents



Content Analyses

Â Infant -toddler ELG

ï21 state ELG documents published as of 
July 2007

ÂPreschool ELS

ï46 state ELS documents published as of 
January 2005

ÂScott-Little, Kagan, Frelow, & Reid (2008)

ÂScott-Little, Kagan, & Frelow (2006)



Coding Framework

Â Five domains
ïPhysical Development and Motor Skills
ïSocial and Emotional Development
ïApproaches Toward Learning
ïLanguage and Communication Development
ïCognitive Development and General Knowledge

Â Elements related to specific aspects of 
learning and development within each 
domain



Basic Content Analysis 
Process

ÂRead documents

ÂRecord features of the document such 
as the age levels addressed

ÂCode what element of development 
and learning each ELG/ELS addresses

ÂCalculate percentage of ELG/ELS that 
addressed each indicator on the 
framework



Summary of Results:

There is considerable 
variation in statesô early 

learning standards



SUMMARY OF INFANT -
TODDLER ELG ANALYSES



Organization of Infant -
toddler ELGs

ÂAge levels used

ïBirth to 36 months: 8 states

ïBirth to 18 and 18 to 36 months: 3 states

ï3 age levels: 5 states

ï4 ages levels: 2 states

ïMore than 4 age levels: 3 states


