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What, Why & How of Assessment for 
Young Children Who are Learning 

Through Two Languages

üFair, Reliable, and Valid Assessment is Critical 
to Effective Teaching

üGood Assessment Drives Instructional 
Decision-Making

üAccurate Assessment May be Even More 
Important for Young DLL
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DLL Children are Different 
from Monolingual Children

ÈProcess of Language Acquisition: 
Simultaneous or Successive/Sequential-- Need 
to Know when child was introduced to English

ÈUneven Development: Depends on Child & 
Environment Characteristics-- Need to Know 
Stage of English Acquisition

ÈBrain Research on Effects of Early 
Bilingualism-- Need to Know About Both 
Languages 
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Characteristics of Early 
Bilingualism

ÈStages of Sequential/Successive Bilingualism 
(Tabors & Snow, 1994)

1. Home Language Use

2. Non-Verbal/Observational Period

3. Telegraphic/Formulaic Speech

4. Productive Language

Young Dual Language Learners are Highly 
Variable -- Significant Implications for 

Accurate Assessment
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Additional Features of Young DLL 
Children

ÈDegree of Bilingualism: Balanced vs. 
Unbalanced; Language Dominance (shifts)

ÈContext of Development: Family, Community, 
Exposure, Cultural Values

ÈIndividual Child: Personality, Risk-Taker, 
Outgoing, etc. 
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Fair and Accurate Assessment

VReflect and Be Sensitive to 
Characteristics of Dual 
Language Learners

VCapture Overall Language

Competence with Attention 
to L1 and L2
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! Goals of Program Need to be 
Reflected in Assessment 

Methods 
and

! Procedures Need to Match 
Purpose
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Four Broad Purposesfor Early 
Childhood Assessments(National Educational Goals Panel; 

Shepard, Kagan, & Wurtz, 1998).

1. To promote learning and development of 
individual children. 

2. To identify children with special needs 
and health conditions for intervention 
purposes.

3. To monitor trends in programs and 
evaluate program effectiveness.

4. To obtain benchmark data for 
accountability purposes at the local, state 
and national level. 


